YOUTH  EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 


Gathering  preps  teens  for  ministry 


Tb*  2Q14Youth  Evangelism  Challenge  Dgc.  29-30  in  A.E.  Wood  Coliseum  on  the  campus  of 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton,  sponsored  by  the  Evangelism  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  met  its  annual  goal  of  preparing  Mississippi  Baptist  teens 
from  around  the  state  to  return  home  and  win  their  friends  and  schoolmates  for  Christ, 
according  to  Dom  Lum,  event  coordinator  and  MBCB  director  of  evangelism.  Speakers 
included  Dan  Lanier,  senior*pastor  of  Northcrest  Church  in  Meridian,  and  evangelist  Ed 
Newton  from  Orlando,  FI.  Worship  through  music  was  provided  by  the  Cassidy  Crenshaw 
Band  of  New  Orleans,  and  illusionist  Drew  Worsham  from  Pullman,  Wa.,  also  performed. 
The  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  and  First  Priority  ministry  of  Hattiesburg  were  on  hand 
to  provide  resources  to  help  students  reach  their  school  campuses  for  Christ. The  201 5  Youth 
Evangelism  Challenge  will  take  place  Dec.  28-29  in  A.E.  Wood  Coliseum  at  Mississippi  College. 

(Photos  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


IMB’ers  in  France  to  continue  their  mission 


PARIS  (BP)  -  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  workers 
in  France  prav  that  the  Jan.  7  at¬ 
tack  in  Paris  oy  Muslim  extrem¬ 
ists  will  not  result  in  a  greater 
divide  between  secularism  and 
people  of  faith. 

The  journalists  who  lost  their 
lives  have  now  become  martyrs 
for  the  freedom  of  the  press  and 
the  freedom  of  speech,  said  Tara 
Chaney,  an  IMB  worker  living 
in  France.  "We  are  praying  that 
the  outcry  against  these  heinous 
acts  committed  by  religious  ex¬ 
tremists  will  not  become  outcries 
against  anyone  who  daims  to 
have  any  sort  of  religious  belief" 

According  to  Mark  Stone, 
a  church  planter  in  South¬ 
ern  France,  the  polarization  of 
French  politics  can  be  traced  al¬ 
most  entirely  to  immigration  is¬ 
sues  and  racial  and  religious  fear 


'France  needs  to  mourn  France  needs  healing 
France  needs  compassion.  France  needs  Christ.'’ 

Mark  Sterna 

church  planter  In  Southam  Franca 


"There  exists  today  a  delicate 
tension  in  France  that  teeters 
toward  breaking,  and  [Wednes¬ 
day’s]  tragic  events  will  likely 
serve  to  further  stir  up  the  ten¬ 
sion.’  he  said. 

This  act  of  terrorism  is  the 
worst  in  France  in  50  years,  leav¬ 
ing  12  dead  and  three  critically' 
wounded  at  the  offices  of  the  sa¬ 
tirical  newspaper  Charlie  Hebdo. 
The  weekly  is  known  for  running 
pieces  critical  of  Muslim  proph¬ 
ets,  Islamic  State  and  terrorism, 
a  practice  that  has  resulted  in 


►  and  death  threats  from 
rluslim  extremists  for  years. 

Last  night  (Jan.  7).  more  than 
15,000  people  filled  the  streets 
of  Paris  carrying  signs  saying  Me 


suis  Charlie  —  I  am 
an  act  that  indicates  the  strong 
solidarity  the  public  feds  with 
their  fallen  countrymen.  Today 
is  a  national  day  of  mourning, 
and  flags  will  be  flown  at  half- 
mast  for  three  da  vs 

1  wish  I  could  be  there  to 
mourn  with  them,”  said  Stone, 
who  is  currently  out  of  the  country . 


Stone  said  be  doesn’t  be¬ 
lieve  this  terrorist  act  will  trig¬ 
ger  an  increased  risk  for  mis¬ 
sionaries.  ’I  don’t  really  see  it 
that  way.  This  was  a  targeted 
attack  that  had  nothing  to  do 
with  us. 

"Implications  for  backlash 
and  a  stronger  divide  between 
secularism  and  all  religion  as 
well  as  racial  tension  are  my 
main  concerns  following  this 
horrific  event." 

Chaney  said,  ’Right  now, 
we  are  praying  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  France  will  turn  toward 
God  and  not  away  from  Him." 
Stone  noted,  “France  needs 
to  mourn.  France  needs  heal¬ 
ing.  France  needs  compassion. 
France  needs  Christ." 

To  learn  more  about  the 
spiritual  needs  in  France,  visit 
imb.org/france. 
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Watch  out  for  Christians! 


A  few  years  ago,  the  admin¬ 
istrators  at  Burlington 
Township  High  School  in 
New  Jersey  decided  to  hold  a 
special  emergency  drill  to  deal 
with  the  real-world  possibility 
that  gunmen  could  take  over  the 
school  and  hold  hostages  —  or 
worse.  Given  the  state  of  our 
society  today  and  many  actual 
events  like  the  Columbine  High 
School  massacre  in  Colorado  and 
the  Sandy  Hook  school  shooting 
in  Connecticut,  holding  such  an 
exercise  is  probably  a  practical 
thing  to  do. 

“You  perform  as  you  practice," 
Superin  cendent  Chris  Man  no 
told  the  Burlington  County 
Times  newspaper  when  he  an¬ 
nounced  the  drill.  "We  need  to 
practice  under  conditions  as  real 
as  possible  in  order  to  evaluate 
dures  and  plans  so  that 

mm 


mayhem  while  illegitimately 
claiming  to  do  so  on  behalf 
of  Jesus.  That's  not  to  say  the 
2000-year  history  of  Christianity 
is  without  blemish.  It  is  to  say 
that  Christians  are  plainly  not 
the  central  threat  to  our  way  of 
lifcgtcxiay. 

It  is  also  to  say  —  obviously 
enough  —  that  the  ever-growing 
practice  of  political  correctness 
in  the  country  forbids  using  the 
names  and  beliefs  of  the  groups 
that  truly  threaten  our  way  of 
life.  Thus  do  terrorists  who 
slaughter  women  and  children 
become  courageous  “freedom 
fighters,*  while  Christians  be¬ 
come  evil  “New  Crusaders,”  and 
the  terrorists  are  noble  while 
Christians  are  diabolical. 

There  is  a  method  to  this 
semantical  madness,  and  it’s  this: 
Christians  must  be  discredited  as 


riff  began  with  two  Bur 
‘ownsnlpl 


lington  Township  police  detec¬ 
tives  playing  the  roles  of  gunmen. 
They  Durst  into  the  school  and 
“shot"  students  before  holing  up 
in  a  classroom  with  ten  pretend 
student  hostages. 

What  was  the  gunmen’s  script¬ 
ed  grievance  against  the  school? 
The  newspaper  reported  that 
they  were  cast  as  members  of  a 
right-wing  fundamentalist  group 
known  as  the  New  Crusaders  who 
don’t  believe  in  separation  of 
church  and  state,  and  one  of  their 
daughters  had  been  expelled  from 
school  for  praying  before  class. 

That’s  right  —  of  ail  the 
deadly  threats  schools  encounter 
daily  and  all  the  terrorist  groups 
intent  on  inflicting  mass  casual¬ 
ties  on  the  U.S.,  school  officials 
in  Burlington  Township  chose 
right-wing  fundamentalist  Chris¬ 
tians  and  their  obsession  with 
school  prayer  to  he  the  had  guys 
in  this  training  scenario. 

Such  is  the  sorry  state  of 
affairs  in  our  country  today, 
when  Christians  can  he  painted 
as  “New  Crusaders"  intent  on 
inflicting  death  and  destruction 
over  school  prayer  —  and  con¬ 
cocting  such  a  slander  against 
Christians  can  apparently  he  ac¬ 
complished  with  impunity. 

That’s  not  to  say  that  there 
aren't  far-out  groups  who  create 


torious.  That’s  not  a  1 
sophica)  concept  to  be  debated 
among  learned  men  and  women. 
That’s  not  the  paranoid  ramblings 
of  the  “New  Crusaders.” 

There  may  be  no  central 
clearinghouse  for  discrediting 
Christianity,  and  there  may  not 
be  an  organized  nationwide  effort 
to  debase  our  belief  system,  but 
it  certainly  happens  on  an  ad  hoc 
basis  and  is  thenparroted  by  oth¬ 
ers  like  school  officials  planning 
disaster  drills. 

Who  else  stands  up  for  the 
worth  of  individuals,  the  sanctity 
of  human  life,  the  integrity  of 
marriage  between  one  man  and 
one  woman,  and  so  many  other 
issues  crucial  to  the  future  of  our 
civilization?  What  other  group 
creates  such  anxiety  among  the 
secularists  who  want  to  have  their 
way,  who  want  to  be  able  to  live 
their  lives  with  no  moral  compass 
and  no  spiritual  anchor? 

That’s  why  school  officials, 
Hollywood  producers,  politi¬ 
cians,  and  so  many  others  try  so 
hard  to  devalue  Christianity.  One 
particularly  effective  way  to  do 
that  is  to  make  us  appear  to  be 
homicidal  nuts  in  make-believe 
disaster  drills.  To  at  least  one 
school  district  in  New  Jersey, 
that's  practicing  “under  condi¬ 
tions  as  real  as  possible." 

Chilling,  isn’t  It? 


God’s  voice,  all  around  us 


I  to  day  pours  out  speech ,  and 
ght  to  night  reveals  knowledge. 
lere  is  no  speech,  nor  are  there 
words,  whose  voice  is  nor  heard.  Their 
voice  goes  out  through  all  the  earth 
and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
(Psalm  19:2-4) 

Nature.  That  is  what  this  verse  is  talk¬ 
ing  about.  Being  out  in  nature. 

I  recently  read  an  article  in  The 
Guardian,  mat  said, "...  Ask  anyone  over 
40  to  recount  their  most  treasured  memo¬ 
ries  of  childhood  play,  and  few  will  be 
indoors.  Fewer  still  win  involve  an  adult. 
Independent  play,  outdoors  and  far  from 
grown-up  eyes,  is  what  we  remember. 

As  things  stand,  today’s  children  will  be 
unlikely  to  treasure  memories  like  that: 
21%  of  today’s  kids  regularly  play  outside, 
compared  with  71%  of  their  parents  * 

As  1  read  that,  1  thought  back  to  r  ly 
own  childhood  and  my  mind  was  flo  jded 
with  memories  of  being  down  at  the  creek 
behind  our  house  catching  minnows,  play¬ 
ing  baseball  with  friends  down  the  street, 
riding  my  bike  with  my  brother  around 
the  block,  and  running  all  alone  through 
the  woods  near  our  house. 

Most  of  us  tend  to  feel  something  invig¬ 
orating  when  we  art  out  in  nature.  I  thinx 
these  verses  explain  why  we  feel  that  way. 
The  verbs  in  these  verses  keep  popping  off 
the  page  at  me:  “pour"  and  ‘reveal. 

Tlie  definition  of  pour  is  to  ‘flow  rap¬ 
idly  in  a  steady  stream."  (dktionary.com). 
I  began  to  think  about  rain  or  a  water¬ 
fall.  Those  are  both  natural  examples  of 
water  pouring  out  It  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  stop  a  natural  waterfall  from 
running  and  it  is  completely  impossible  to 
stop  the  pouring  of  nun. 

As  1  meditated  on  this  Scripture,  I 
began  to  think  about  God  s^p^hgour 


Guest  opinion 

with  Lauren  Osborne 


The  night  sky,  through  divine  inspi¬ 
ration,  makes  publicly  known  to  us  the 
mystery  of  Goa.  The  night  sky  reveals 
knowledge.  Night  after  night,  God 
provides  anticipation  and  excitement  of 
what  is  to  come  by  what  He  has  placed  in 
the  heavens  for  us  to  see.  The  stars,  their 
order,  their  vast  numbers,  their  changing 
positions,  and  their  abilities,  all  reveal 
the  knowledge  of  our  God. 

Creation  is  a  universal  language. 

There  is  no  one  in  the  world,  no  place 
in  the  world,  and  no  language  spoken  in 
any  tribe  or  land  that  can  misunderstand 
the  language  of  creation.  God  created  a 


anyone  to  stop  God’s  voice  from  shouting 
out  of  creation.  His  handiwork  naturally  t 
shouts  His  name.  His  creation  is  pour¬ 
ing  out  speech  to  us  and  much  like  the 
downpour  of  rain,  it  is  impossible  to  stop 
His  voice  from  saying  through  His  earth, 
“Here  I  am!  Here  I  am!  Look  at  me.  I  am 
pouring  myself  out  to  you." 

The  online  Webster  dictionary  defines 
the  word,  reveal,  as,  *L  To  make  known 
through  divine  inspiration  or  2.  To  make 
something  that  is  secret  or  hidden  pub¬ 
licly  or  generally  known." 


BSEptistRecord 


world  that  allows  all  people  of  every  na¬ 
tion  and  tribe  to  understand  that  there  is 
a  creator  and  he  is  called  God  Almighty. 

His  name  is  clearly  written  all  over 
the  earth.  We  can  choose  to  stay  out  of 
church,  we  can  stop  listening  to  our  pas-, 
tors,  we  can  quit  listening  to  Christian 
music,  and  choose  to  stop  hanging  out 
with  our  godly  friends,  but  stiff  we  can¬ 
not  escape  God’s  sweet  voice.  The  voice 
of  creation  sings  sweetly  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth. 

Our  children  are  losing  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  hear  God’s  creation  pour  out 
speech  to  them  and  they  are  losing  the 
ability  to  sense  the  knowledge  of  Him 
night  after  night.  We  must  allow  our 
children  time  outside  to  experience 
what  God’s  hands  have  made,  for  thia.  -w 
is/good  for  their  whole  being  —  mind, 
body,  and  spirit! 

Lord,  let  us  all  spend  more  time  in 
Your  handiwork  with  our  spouses,  with 
our  grandparents,  and  with  our  children, 
so  that  you  can  pour  your  speech  over  us 
and  reveal  your  knowledge  to  us.  Amen! 

Osborne  lives  in  Hurst,  Texas,  and  is  an 
active  speaker for  womens  events^parent- 
ing  classes,  arid  school  districts.  She  is  the 
co- founder  of  You  Are  Mu  Treasure' and 
blogs  at  hisfinestwhispershlogspot.com. 
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Fire  chief's  employment  terminated  over  book 


REED 


ATLANTA  (BP  and  local  reports)  - 

Former  Atlanta  fire  chief  Kelvin  Co¬ 
chran  is  “pretty  confident”  he  will  take 
legal  action  after  being  fired  for  his 
publication  of  a  book  that  calls  homo¬ 
sexual  behavior  immoral  and  the  may¬ 
or's  refusal  of  his  request  for  a  face-to- 
face  meeting. 

“I  believe  there  is  objective  evidence 
that  should  have  exonerated  me,"  Co¬ 
chran  told  Baptist  Press  (BP)  in  a  Jar.. 
9  interview.  “It’s  on  that  basis  that  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  have  been  treated  unjustly." 

Cochran  was  terminated  Jan.  6  by 
Atlanta  mayor  Ka¬ 
sim  Reed  following 
an  investigation  into 
his  self-published 
book,  Who  Told  You 
That  You  Are  Na¬ 
ked?  In  November, 

Cochran  was  sus¬ 
pended  without  pay 
for  a  month  and  or¬ 
dered  to  undergo 
sensitivity  training. 

Cochran  is  a  dea¬ 
con,  Sunday  School  teacher,  and  Bible 
study  leader  at  Atlanta’s  Elizabeth 
Church,  a  cooperating  church  of  the 
Georgia  Baptist  Convention. 

A  two-twr.e  Atlanta  fire  chief,  Co- 
'  chran  also  5erved  as  U.S.  Fire  Admin¬ 
istrator  under  U.S.  President  Barack 
Obama  from  1009-10. 

Cochran’s  162-page  book  seeks  to 
help  Christian  men  overcome  feelings 
of  guilt  and  condemnation  over  past 
si ns.  It  discusses  homosexuality  for  less 
than  half  a  page,  including  a  mention  of 
«^^w"e«as^he  “opposite^of  purity; 

other  farms  of  sexual  perversion." 

An  employee  of  the  fire  department 
to  whom  Cochran  did  not  give  a  copy 
of  the  book  obtained  a  copy,  deliv¬ 
ered  it  to  an  openly  homosexual  city 
council  member,  and  highlighted  the 
passages  referencing  homosexuality, 
Cochran  said. 

The  council  member,  whom  Fox 
News  identified  as  Alex  Wan,  showed 
the  book  to  Reed  and  members  of  At¬ 
lanta’s  LGBT  community. 

Cochran  said  he  did  not  previously 


'Each  person  that  was  interviewed  in  the  investigation  was 
asked,  did  they  think  that  my  spiritual  beliefs  actually  influenced 
the  culture  and  way  in  which  I  managed  the  department,  and 
all  of  them  said  yes.  t  think  that's  a  testimony  to  my  walk  with 
God  that  all  of  them  confirmed,  because  I  have  intentionally  and 
deliberately  tried  to  be  a  servant  leader.* 

«#~i — i—  ^ — « - 

rveivm  uoenran 


sense  hostility  from  the  individual  who 
delivered  his  book  to  Wan. 

Scripture  has  strengthened  Cochran 
since  his  termination,  ne  said,  particu¬ 
larly  Psalm  27,  which  he  has  recited 
daily  for  eight  years  along  with  Psalm 
112  and  Deuteronomy  28:1-14* 

“Sometimes  you  get  into  a  routine 
like  that,  and  it  becomes just  that  -  a 
routine,"  Cochran  said.  "You  just  for¬ 
get  what  you’re  saying  and  you  keep 
on  doing  it.  Well,  having  gone  through 
this  experience,  now  when  I  go  through 
those  Scriptures,  it  dawns  on  me  that 
there  are  specific  portions  of  those 
Scriptures  that  completely  minister  to 
me  in  this  situation. 

In  Psalm  27,  King  David  spoke  of 
“adversaries,"  “foes,  and  “false  wit¬ 
nesses"  who  came  against  him  but  con¬ 
cluded,  "I  am  certain  that  I  will  see  the 
Lund's  goodness  in  the  land  of  the  liv¬ 
ing.  Wait  for  the  Lord;  be  strong  and 
courageous.  Wait  for  the  Lord." 

In  a  Jan.  6  meeting  with  Atlanta’s 
chief  operating  officer,  Cochran  was 
told  he  could  resign  or  be  fired,  he  told 
BP.  When  he  refused  to  resign,  believ¬ 
ing  the  charges  against  him  were  un¬ 
founded,  he  was  terminated. 

Cochran  said  his  dismissal  was 
based  on  three  charges:  failing  to  ob¬ 
tain  proper  permission  to  write  his 
book,  distributing  the  book  at  work  in¬ 
appropriately,  and  writing  in  the  book 
tnat  he  sought  to  glorify  God  through 
the  fire  department. 

Reed,  who  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting  and  did  not  accept  Cochran’s 
request  for  a  personal  meeting,  said  at 
a  press  conference  that  Cochran’s  deci¬ 


sion  to  make  public  comments  during 
the  investigation  into  his  conduct  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  termination. 

The  city's  investigation  exonerated 
Cochran  of  charges  that  he  discrimi¬ 
nated  against  homosexuals,  the  former 
chief  said,  adding  that  there  has  never 
been  a  discrimination  complaint  filed 
against  him. 

“The  love  of  a  Christian  is  a  love 
without  condition  for  all  people," 
Cochran  said,  “and  just  because  we 
don’t  agree  with  their  beliefs  about 
sexuality  does  not  equate  to  hate  or 
discrimination.” 

Regarding  the  other  allegations,  Co¬ 
chran  said  ne  obtained  permission  to 
write  the  book  from  Atlanta’s  ethics 
officer  Nina  Hickson,  but  Hickson  told 
investigators  “she  couldn’t  remember 
the  con  versa  tio.i." 

Cochran  admitted  giving  copies  of 
the  book  to  three  fire  department  em¬ 
ployees  who  did  not  ask  tor  the  copies, 
but  he  said  he  had  established  relation¬ 
ships  with  them  as  fellow  Christians 
ana  he  did  not  exceed  the  city’s  $25 
limit  on  gifts  to  coworkers. 

He  said  he  was  not  aware  of  a  policy 
precluding  gifts  that  are  religious  in 
nature.  Cochran  said  he  was  also  told 
that  writing  about  his  intention  to  glo¬ 
rify  God  through  the  fire  department 
violated  city  policy,  though  no  specific 
policy  was  cited. 

“Each  person  that  was  interviewed 
in  the  investigation  was  asked,  did  they 
think  that  my  spiritual  beliefs  actually 
influenced  the  culture  and  way  in  which 
I  managed  the  department,  and  all  of 
them  said  yes,"  Cochran  pointed  out. 


COCHRAN 

“I  think  that’s  a  testimony  to  my  walk 
with  God  that  all  of  them  confirmed, 
because  I  have  intentionally  and  delib¬ 
erately  tried  to  be  a  servant  leader." 

Cochran  said  his  superiors  have 
never  complained  about  his  job  per¬ 
formance  or  competency.  He  acknowl¬ 
edged,  however,  that  as  a  political  ap¬ 
pointee  he  served  at  the  pleasure  of  tne 
mayor  and  could  be  terminated  under 
any  circumstance^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

unethically  because  the  stated  basis  for 
his  firing  was  unsubstantiated. 

Cochran  says  he  still  trusts  in  God’s 
sovereign  care.  “I  don’t  think  that  any¬ 
thing  has  happened  in  my  life  that  God 
has  not  permitted  to  happen,"  he  said, 
citing  Romans  8: 28.  “I  completely  trust 
God  to  order  my  steps  for  the  next  as¬ 
signment  that  He  has  for  me  in  my  life." 

Cochran  can  be  contacted  by  email¬ 
ing  kelvin.cochran@yahoo.com.  His 
book  is  also  available  for  purchase  by 
writing  to  that  e-mail  address. 


Olympic  committee  OKs  sexual  orientation  as  protected  class 


*The  enjoyment  of 
the  rights  and 
freedoms  set  forth  in 
this  Olympic  Charter 
shall  be  secured 
without  discrimination 
of  any  kind,  such  as 
race,  color,  sex.  sexual 
orientation,  language. 

religion,  political,  or 
other  opinion,  national 
or  social  origin, 
property,  birth,  or 
other  status  * 


of  Ofymptam 


MONACO  (BP)  -  The  Inter¬ 
national  Olympic  Committee 
(IOC)  has  added  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  to  the  Olympic  Charter. 
The  decision  comes  after  pres¬ 
sure  from  homosexual  advo¬ 
cacy  jgroups  following  Russia’s 
prohibition  of  “gay  propagan¬ 
da"  during  the  2014  Sochi  Win¬ 
ter  Olympics. 

The  change,  part  ofa  40-point 
reform  package  pushed  by  IOC 
President  Thomas  Bach,  passed 
by  a  unanimous  06-0  vote  by 
the  international  committee 
Dec.  8  in  Monaco. 

The  IOC  reworded  a  clause  in 
one  of  its  Fundamental  Princi¬ 
ples  of  Olympism  to  state:  "The 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  and 
freedoms  set  forth  in  this  Olym¬ 
pic  Charter  shall  be  secured 
without  discrimination  of  any 


kind,  such  as  race,  color,  sex, 
sexual  orientation,  language, 
religion, political,  or  other  opin¬ 
ion,  national  or  social  *  origin, 
property,  birth,  or  other  status." 

Countries  hoping  to  host  the 
games  must  abide  by  the  Olym¬ 
pic  Charter.  Opponents  of  the 
change  say  the  new  standard 
will  mean  countries  bidding  for 
the  Olympics  will  be  required 
to  have  pro- homosexual  laws 
in  place.  This  may  affect  bids 
from  the  two  finalists  for  the 
2022  Winter  Games:  Almaty, 
Kazakhstan,  and  Beijing,  China. 

The  United  States  Olympic 
Committee  has  decided  to  make 
a  bid  for  the  2024  Summer 
Games,  recommending  Boston 
as  the  host  city. 

While  the  long-term  effect  is 
still  unknown,  the  IOC  vote  did 


not  come  as  much  of  a  surprise. 

“I  would  expect  the  interna¬ 
tional  sports  community  to  go 
down  this  road,"  said  Tim  Pitch¬ 
er,  spokesman  for  the  Christian 
organization  Athletes  in  Action. 

Asked  whether  Olympic  ath¬ 
letes  could  face  discrimination 
for  their  beliefs,  Pitcher  said 
Christian  Olympians  have  to 
walk  a  fine  line.  They  must  fig¬ 
ure  out  how  to  appropriately 
live  out  and  share  tneir  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  he  said,  while  abiding 
by  their  league’s  guidelines. 

Many  think  pressure  to  ac¬ 
cept  transgendered  individu¬ 
als  is  the  next  step  for  the  IOC, 
an  issue  Pitcher  calls  “Pando¬ 
ra’s  box." 

Numerous  homosexual 
rights  organizations  cel¬ 
ebrated  the  IOC  decision  to 


embrace  sexual  orientation. 
Hudson  Taylor,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Athlete  Ally,  said 
after  the  IOC  vote,  “There  is 
no  greater  sign  of  progress 
in  combating  nomopnobia  in 
sports  than  to  have  the  oldest 
organized  athletic  competi¬ 
tion  in  the  history  of  the  world 
saying  enough  is  enough." 

IOC  member  Barry  Maister 
from  New  Zealand  asked  how 
the  IOC  would  enforce  the  new 
principle,  said  he  had  no  idea 
fibut  I  think  the  IOC  often  does 
things  it  can’t  enforce  yet  can 
take  a  leadership  role  with,” 
Maister  told  the  Chicago  Tri¬ 
bune.  “It  can  articulate  and  ad¬ 
vocate  and  push  for  change  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  implementation 
of  it.  It’s  the  logical  thing  to  do 
in  today's  world." 
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and  another  and  incorporates  them  into 
our  life  so  that  we  will  De  stronger  and 
more  capable  as  we  deal  with  tne  next 
bump  of  life.  The  great  Apostle  Peter  is 
probablv  best  known  for  either  sinking 
after  walking  on  the  water  or  for  denying 
Jesus  in  the  last  hours  of  His  life.  You 
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World  remains 


Hoeryong, 


NORTH  KOREA 


for  Christianity 


NASHVKXE  (BP)  —  While  North 
Korea  held  its  spot  for  the  13th 
consecutive  year  as  the  most 
dangerous  country  for  Christians 
to  live,  a  new  report  noted  other 
countries  are  experiencing  un- 


Open  Doors,  which  seeks 
to  strengthen  the  persecuted 
church  overseas,  released  its  an¬ 
nual  World  Watch  List  on  Jan  7. 
The  list  ranks  the  top  50  coun¬ 
tries  where  it  is  most  dangerous 
and  difficult  to  be  a  Christian. 
The  top  to  ranked  in  descending 
order  were: 

■  North  Korea. 

■  Somalia. 

■  Iraq. 

■Sym.  . 


■  Iran. 

■  Pakistan. 

■  Eritrea. 

■  Nigeria. 

This  year  Open  Doors  report¬ 
ed  the  “threshold  was  higher  for 
a  country  to  make  the  list,-  indi¬ 
cating  increased  levels  of  world¬ 
wide  persecution. 

Open  Doors  USA  Presklent 
David  Cuny  said,  “Even  Chris- 


endng  unprecedented  levels  of 
exclusion,  discrimination,  and 
violence.  The  2015  World  Watch 
List  reveals  that  a  staggering 
number  of  Christians  are  becom¬ 
ing  victims  of  intolerance  and 
violence  because  of  their  faith. 
They  are  being  forced  to  be  more 
secretive  about  their  faith." 

While  persecution  can 
take  many  forms,  Christians 
throughout  the  world  risk  im¬ 
prisonment ,  torture,  rape,  and 
death  as  result  of  their  faith. 
Open  Doors  said.  Approximate¬ 
ly  100  million  Christians  are 
persecuted  worldwide,  making 
them  one  of  the  most  persecut¬ 
ed  religious  groups  in  the  world, 
according  to  the  report 

An  estimated  70,000  Chris¬ 
tians  in  North  Korea  remain 


in  prison  for  their  faith,  the  re¬ 
port  said.  Conditions  appear 
to  be  worsening  for  Christians 
throughout  Asia.  Countries  such 
as  Uzbekistan  (15X  Vietnam  (16) 
and  India  (21)  have  all  seen  in¬ 
creases  in  persecution. 

Islamic  extremism  is  the 
main  source  of  persecution  in 
40  of  the  50  countries  on  the 
2015  World  Watch  List,  Open 
Doors  reported 

The  Middle  East  remains  one 
of  the  most  violent  areas  of  the 
world  for  Christians,  and  vio¬ 
lence  against  Christians  by  the* 
ISIS  (Islamic  State  of  Iraq  and 
Syria)  terrorist  group  increased 
in  Iraq  and  Syria,  the  report  said 

More  than  70*  of  resident 
Christians  have  fled  Iraq  since 
2003,  and  more  than  700,000 
resident  Christians  have  left 
Syria  since  foe  civil  war  began 
in  201L  The  report  also  noted 
Afghanistan  ana  Pakistan  have 
both  increased  in  pereecution. 

Africa  saw  the  most  rapid 
growth  cf  persecution,  the  report 
said  For  the  third  year  in  a  row, 
the  majority  of  African  nations 
on  the  World  Watch  List  have 
increased  in  rank  due  to  Islamic 
extremism,  the  report  said.  Ke¬ 
nya  jumped  from  No.  43  to  No. 
19  on  the  list 

Curry  said  the  goal  of  the 
World  Watch  List,  which  was 
first  compiled  in  199L  is  to  “keep 
Christian  persecution  on  the  ra¬ 
dar  of  those  enjoying  die  privi¬ 
leges  of  freedom." 

"The  perpetrators  of  perse¬ 
cution  need  to  know  that  the 
world  is  watching  and  stands  in 
opposition  to  persecution,"  he 
said,  "and  for  die  persecuted 
we  want  them  to  know  that  they 
are  not  forgotten."  1 

Christian  persecution  is  de¬ 
fined  as  any  hostility  experienced 
as  a  result  of  one’s  identification 
with  Christ,  the  report  said  Re¬ 
cent  examples  include  imprison¬ 
ment,  torture,  beheadings,  rape, 
and  loss  of  home  and  assets. 


ANOTHER  TOWN  FALLS  -  A  grainy  screen  capture  from  cell-phone  video  footage  shows 
Islamic  extremists  belonging  to  the  Boko  Harem  group  overtaking  the  town  of  Gwoza,  Nige¬ 
ria,  where  the  group  says  they  have  established  an  "Islamic  Caliphate." The  terrorists  overtake 
towns  by  trickery  and  force,  confusing  residents  by  wearing  Nigerian  military  uniforms  and 
executing  men,  women,  and  children  as  they  go.  (BP  photo) 

'No  longer  Nigeria's  war/ 
warns  expert  on  country 


BAGA.  Mgeria  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  -  Boko  Haram’s  slaughter 
of  2,000  northeastern  Nigerians 
shows  the  Islamic  jihadists  have 
escalated  beyond  targeting  Chris¬ 
tians  and  has  placed  Nigeria  in 
the  midst  Of  a  globe!  war  against 
humanity,  Nigerian  relations  ex¬ 
pert  Adeniyi  Qjutiku  tokl  Baptist 
Press  today  on  Jan.  12. 

While  the  Charlie  Hebdo  maga¬ 
zine  assassinations  in  Paris  have 
captured  the  world’s  attention, 
hundreds  of  gunmen  invaded  Bagp 
and  16  surrounding  villages  in  Ni¬ 
geria’s  Bomo  state  beginning  Jan. 
3,  and  continued  to  slaughter  resi¬ 
dents  and  burn  homes  throughout 
the  following  week,  killing  an  esti¬ 
mated  2,000  residents. 

Amnesty  International  de¬ 
scribed  the  attack  as  Boko 
Haram’s  deadliest  to  date. 

Boko  Haram  is  an  internation¬ 
al  offensive,  Ojutiku  said,  com¬ 
parable  to  ISIS  (Islamic  State  of 
Iraq  and  Syria).  “This  is  no  longer 
Nigeria's  war,"  ha  said.  "Whatev¬ 
er  the  global  community  is  doing 
with  respect  to  ISIS.,  they  should 
be  doing  the  same  thing  with  re¬ 
spect  to  Boko  Haram." 

The  terrorists,  who  first  tar¬ 
geted  Christians  in  an  effort  to 
establish  Islamic  Sharia  law  in 
Nigeria,  can  no  longer  be  consid¬ 
ered  a  problem  for  Nigeria  and 
Christians  only,  he  said.  “This  Is 
an  escalation  of  the  global  Islam¬ 
ic  agenda  and  they  have  support 
—  heavy  support,  training,  equip¬ 
ment,  material,  from  radical  Is¬ 
lamic  organizations. 

“The  local  terrorism  has  been 
internationalized.  The  crisis 
has  escalated  beyond  just  kill¬ 
ing  Christians.  ...Now  there  is 
evidence  that  this  very  radical  Is¬ 
lamic  sect  is  now  devouring  their 
own  moderate  Muslims. 


"Initially,  yes,  Christians,  officials  hi 
but  now  they  are  more  indis-  dangerous 
criminate."  "Dead  b 


criminate." 

Nigeria  alone  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  defeat  Boko  Haram, 
said  Qjutiku,  a  Southern 
Baptist  In  RWrtgh.  N.C.,  wtio 
has  founded  Lift  Up  Now,  a 
grassroots  outreach  to  reform 
his  homeland  economically 
and  spiritually. 

“Nigeria  is  fighting  a  global 
ideological  war.  TTiey  are  also 
fighting  well-trained,  formi¬ 
dable  forces  of  anti-civilization. 
So,  there  is  the  ideological  war 
that  has  been  globalized,  and 
Nigeria  has  been  drawn  into 
it,  he  said.  "If  the  global  com¬ 
munity  just  expects  Nigeria  to 
defeat  Boko  Haram  by  itself,  it’s 
not  going  to  happen  because  it's 
now  a  global  affair." 

Eye  witnesses  to  the  January 
attacks  said  the  terrorists  killed 
citizens  as  though  the  vic¬ 
tims  were  “insects,"  Nigeria’s 
Premium  Times  newspaper 
reported  Jan.  12  in  accounts 
drawn  from  survivors. 

“We  saw  dead  bodies  espe¬ 
cially,  on  the  islands  of  Lake 
Chad  where  fishermen  had 
settled,"  the  newspaper  quoted 
Yahaya  Takakumi,  a  55-year-pld 
fanner.  “Several  person^  were 
killed  there  like  bisects." 

Ibrahim  Gambo,  a  25-year- 
old  truck  driver  who  survived 
the  slaughter,  reported  hor¬ 
rendous  scenes  to  the  Premium 
Times.  "We  came  across  many 
dead  bodies,  some  in  group 
and  others  by  themselves  in  the 
bush,"  Gambo  said.  “1  saw  dead 
children  and  women,  and  even  a 
pregnant  woman  with  her  stom¬ 
ach  slit  open." 

The  death  toll  ranges  from 
hundreds  to  2,000,  but  Nigerian 


officials  have  said  it's  still  too 
dangerous  to  count  the  bodies. 

“Dead  bodies  litter  the  bushes 
in  the  area  and  it  is  still  not  safe  to 
go  and  pick  them  [up]  for  burial," 
CNN  quoted  Musa  Bukar,  chair 


go  and  pick  tnem  lupj  ror  ounai, 
CNN  qT voted  Musa  Bukar,  chair 
man  of  the  Baftja  toca!  govern¬ 
ment.  “Some  people  who  hid  in 
their  homes  were  burned  alive." 

At  least  30,000  people  were 
displaced,  perhaps  20,000  of 
them  camping  Li  Maiduguri  city, 
the  capital  ot  Bomo  state.  Of¬ 
ficials  are  planning  to  transport 
some  10,000  others  from  Mon- 
guno  town,  about  36  miles  from 
Baga,  CNN  reported. 

Satellite  imagery  should  be 
used  to  discern  a  more  accurate 
death  toll,  Ojutiku  told  Baptist 
Press.  “We  should  have  satellite 
imager*  of  the  carnage,  human 
carnage,  and  also  of  the  destine- 
tion.  This  imagery  needs  to  be 
broadcast  to  the  world,  so  that 
there  is  no  disputation." 

Boko  Haram  continued  its  as¬ 
sault  Jan.  12,  attacking  a  military 
base  in  the  northwest  Camer¬ 
oonian  city  of  Kolofata,  an  area 
where  many  of  the  displaced  citi¬ 
zens  had  fled,  AJ  Jazeera  reported 

However,  reports  could  not 
be  verified  that  Cameroon  sol¬ 
diers  had  killed  between  200- 
300  Boko  Haram  soldiers  in 
the  attack  and  captured  much 
of  their  equipment,  Al  Jazeera 
reported.  Residents  fled  the  city 
as  soon  as  gunfire  erupted,  the 
news  agency  reported. 

The  insurgents  now  control 
about  20,000  square  miles  in 
northeastern  Nigeria.  Within 
the  past  five  years.  Boko  Haram 
has  killed  thousands  in  Nigeria, 
many  of  them  Christians,  and 
has  displaced  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands,  various  watch  groups 
have  reported 
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Children  from  PROGRESS  CHURCH.  MCCOMB,  protected 
a  Christmas  program.  Shown  are  Braxten  Waakem,  Jaxaon 


The  Kinle&iub  of 
maa  Pageant 


SILVER  CREEK  CHURCH.  MCCOMB,  presented  An  Out  of  tha  Rear  Chriat- 


PLEASANT  RIDGE  CHURCH.  WOOOLANO,  presented 

the  Chriatmas  story  and  fellowship  with  Grayson  Hendon. 
Avery  Hendon,  Lizzie  Kinard,  Elizabeth  Oal-Castillo.  andl*yler 
Washington,  with  decorations  by  Clint  Washington  &  family. 


The  Central  Sensational  Singers  Children's  Choir  of  CENTRAL  CHURCH.  MERIDIAN,  pre¬ 
sented  Fact  or  Fiction:  The  Christmaa  Musical  Dec.  14. 


-  - - - -  DEKALB  CHURCH,  KEMPER  COUNTY. 

Tha  Marv  Sunday  School  class  of  MAGNOLIA  CHURCH,  Pastor  Clarence  Edwards.  FIRST  CHURCH.  ordained  Sanford  (Rusty)  Ryals  OcL  26, 2014. 

LAUREL,  filled  and  delivered  fruit  baskets  to  the  hon  Abound  BOYLE,  baptized  brothers  Alex  Hamilton  and  Shown  are  Mildred  Ryals,  Ryais,  and  pastor 
during  Christmas  Caden  Faurote  Dec.  21.  Jwnes  Ruffin. 
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News 

►  The  Center  for  Creative 
Scholars  at  Want  Cany 
Untvretty  vriD  host  the  foil 
S.T.EAM.  Ahead!  i 
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FIRST  CHURCH,  INVERNESS,  ordained  Will  Riddick  as 
deacon  Dec.  28.  Shown,  from  left,  are  Erin  Riddick,  son  Ben, 
Riddick,  son  Graham,  and  pastor  Bryan  Burge. 


NEW  PROSPECT  CHURCH,  OLIVE  BRANCH,  recently  or¬ 
dained  three  deacons.  Shown  are  Jeremy  Herring,  Lee  Parish, 
PatVaiden,  and  senior  pastor  Bob  Curtis. 


I  haw*  bMn  marred  lor  37  yaara 


strver©ari56  c 

662-571-7803 


The  R.A.’a  and  G.A.'a  of  FtOWOOO  CHURCH.  FLOWOOD. 
made  crafts  and  goodies  for  the  Christmas  store.  These 
items  were  sold  to  raise  money  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christ¬ 
mas  Offering. 

In  other  Church 
News: 

>  North  Columbia  Che  *n, 
Columbia,  will  host  rred 
Luter,  pastor  of  Franklin  Ave. 
Church,  New  Orleans,  an^past 
president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  for  the  first 
of  their  Magnificent  Monday 
Meetings  Feb.  2,  6:30  p.m. 


Children  and  their  adult  leader  from  CALVARY  CHURCH, 
VICKSBURG,  are  shown  with  their  Lottie  Moon  Post  Office 
exchanging  Christmas  cards,  raising  money  for  Lottie  Moon 
missions. 


rprset  to  register  /oryotrr 


free  Estate  Planning  Phone  Seminar 


:t'y  t?  a.rv  C'  7  p.r*.  \  2c.  tc  r  r-  C-  5  p.r 
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Three-state  appeal 
of  marriage  rulings 
heard  at  Fifth  Circuit 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  The  Attorneys  for  the  states  ar- 
U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  5th  Circuit  cued  legal  precedent  gives  states 
on  Jan.  Q  heard  challenges  to  foe  authority  to  define  mar- 
marriage  laws  in  Texas,  Louisi-  riage,  repeatedly  citing  Baker 
ana,  ana  Mississippi.  v.  Nelson,  the  1971  Minnesota 

The  similarity  between  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  denying 
contested  laws  —  defining  mar-  homosexual  couples  had  a  right 
riage  as  a  union  only  between  a  to  many.  A  year  later  the  LLS. 
man  and  a*  woman  and  foe  prohi-  Supreme  Court  upheld  that  case 
bition  against  recognizing  same-  and  foe  ruling  still  stands, 
sex  marriages  performed  m  other  Plaintiffs’  attorneys  argued 
states  —  lea  the  appellate  court  to  state  sodomy  laws  prejudiced 
consider  foe  cases  together.  Each  jurists  against  homosexuals 
case  was  heard  separately,  but  a  seeking  marriage  licenses  42 
common  thread  of  questioning  years  ago,  and  time,  public 
wove  its  way  through  the  hearings-  opinion,  and  the  trajectory  of 

“The  laws  that  are  at  issue  are  court  decisions  affirming  a  fun- 
naturally  the  same,  and  the  14th  damental  right  of  marriage  an* 
Amendment  challenges  to  these  nuls  Baker  v.  Nelson, 
laws  are  identical,”  Justin  Ma-  “It  was  a  different  world, 
theny,  attorney  for  the  State  of  and  it’s  changed  now,”  Daniel 
Mississippi,  told  the  court  in  his  Lane,  attorney  for  the  Texas 
opening  arguments.  "The  ques-  plaintiffs  in  De  Leon  v.  Peny, 
tion  is,  'Does  foe  14th  Amend-  told  the  judges, 
ment  prohibit  the  state  from  Higginbotham  disagreed, 
defining  marriage  as  between  a  "No.  Inere  has  been  no  other  Su- 
man  and  a  woman?”’  preme  Court  case  even  nearly  on 

Attorneys  for  the  plaintiffs,  point  on  that  specific  question, 
who  are  same-sex  couples  which  was  whether  it’s  constitu- 
seeking  to  be  married  or  have  tional  for  a  state  to  limit  marriag- 
their  out-of-state  marriages  es  to  heterosexual  couples.  The 
recognized  in  the  three  states,  court  will  let  us  know  when  it's 
aigued  the  samlT*  amendment  changed  its  mind,”  he  told  Lane, 
protects  homosexuals  as  a  Higginbotham  often  queried 
suspect  class”  of  citizen,  coun-  attorneys  about  foe  state’s  au- 


matters  of  marriage  law.  quently  cited  the  2013  derision 

HomoSfexual  and  lesbian  in  United  States  v.  Windsor  to 
couples  contend  there  is  no  advance  their  case.  The  New 
distinction  between  same-sex  York  lawsuit  challenged  Section 
and  opposite-sex  marriage  3  of  foe  1906  Defense  of  Mar- 
relationships,  but  Jonathan  riage  Act,  which  stated  foe  fed- 
Mitchell,  Texas  solicitor  gen-  era!  government  would  only  ree- 
eral,  called  that  a  “value  judg-  ognize  marriages  between  a  man 
ment"  not  rising  to  the  level  of  and  a  woman, 
equal  protection.  The  provision  was  struck 

“Equal  protection  of  the  laws  down,  and  that  ruling  was  up¬ 
does  not  require  a  state  to  confer  held  by  the  VS.  Supreme  Court, 
equal  treatment  on  things  that  States’  attorneys  argued  the 
are  different,”  he  said,  noting  the  Supreme  Court  derision  did  not 
differences  in  foe  contested  mar-  define  marriage  and  left  that  pre- 
riage  relationships  are  rooted  negative  to  the  states, 
in  biological  reality .  “The  14th  Although  plaintiffs  attorneys 
Amendment  does  not  say  that  did  not  dispute  that  fact,  Roberta 
states  must  convey  equal  treat-  Kaplan,  attorney  for  the  MissLs- 
ment  on  whatever  federal  judges  sippi  plaintiffs,  said,  "The  logic 
think  should  be  treated  equally.”  of  Windsor  says  that  gay  people 
Spectators  lined  up  outside  have  a  dignity  that’s  equal  to  ev- 
the  New  Orleans  court  nouse  be-  eryone  rise.  Once  you  accept  that 
fore  proceedings  began,  vying  for 
a  seat  in  the  chamber.  Overflow 
seating  with  a  remote  audio  feed 
from  the  courtroom  was  estab¬ 
lished  to  accommodate  the  an¬ 
ticipated  large  media  and  public 
interest  in  the  case. 

Judges  Patrick  Higginbotham 
and  Jerry  Smith,  booi  nominees 
of  VS.  President  Ronald  Reagan, 
and  James  Graves,  a  nominee  6f 
U.S.  President  Barack  Obama, 
were  seated  to  hear  Campaign 
for  Southern  Equality  v.  Phil 


Promoting  procreation  and 
the  raising  of  children  within 
marriage  were  the  salient  ar¬ 
guments  presented  by  states’ 
attorneys.  Laws  and  benefits 
proffered  by  the  state  are  of¬ 
ten  inherently  discriminatory, 
Mitchell  said.  Legal  precedent 
allows  for  the  imperfection  of 
laws  as  a  means  to  an  end  that 
advances  state  interests;  in  this 


Brya  (Miss.),  Robedieaux  v. 
Caldwell  (La.),  and  De  Unn  v. 
Peny  (Tex.). 

Graves  is  a  former  associate 


circumstance  the  raising  of  chil¬ 
dren  by  their  biological  mother 
and  father  which  research  in¬ 
dicates  is  the  best  environment 


justice  on  the  Mississippi  Su-  for  producing  healthy  produc- 
preme  Court.  tive  children. 


Staff  Changes 


EAST  PHILADELPHIA  CHURCH, 
PHILADELPHIA,  has  called  Keith 
Ramage  as  pastor.  His  first  Sunday 
was  Jan.  4. 


Kenneth  E.  Walters.  Hattiesburg,  has  recently  retired 
after  55  years  of  pastoring  churches  across  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  Kentucky.  HICKORY  GROVE  CHURCH. 
SUMRALL,  presented  him  with  a  plaque  honor¬ 
ing  his  years  of  service  Sept.  14.  His  wife  was  also 
presented  a  plaque  honoring  her  dedication  to  their 
mi nietry.  Walters  had  pastored  Hickory  Grove  for 
almost  nine  years. 


ISAIAH  68 


“SEND  ME 


January  25 

6:00  p.m. 

January  26 

Monday  Morning 
9:15-9:30  a.m. 
9:30-9:40  a.m. 
9:40-10:25  a.m. 
10:25-10:40  a.m.  • 
10:40-11:30  a.m. 

11:30  a.m. -1:30  p.m. 

Monday  Aftarnoon 
1:30-1:45  p.m. 
1:45-2:30  p.m. 
2:30-2:45  p.m. 
2:45-3:30  p.m. 
3:30-3:45  p.m. 
3:45-4:30  p.m. 
4:30-6:00  p.m. 

Monday  Evening 
6:15-6:30  p.m. 
6:30-7:30  p.m. 


JANUARY  25  26,  2015  0  fl  i  QT  ^  Tt 
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EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 


Praha  and  Worship  -  Lavon  Gray,  FBC,  Jackson 
Phil  Hoskins,  Kingsport.  TN 


Praha  and  Worship  -  Lavon  Gray,  FBC,  Jackson 

Welcome 

Phii  Hoskins,  Kingsport,  TN 
Praha  and  Worship  -  Lavon  Gray,  FBC,  Jackson 
Jonathan  Falwell,  Thomas  Road  BC 
Lynchburg,  VA 

Braak  for  Lunch  (on  your  own) 


Praisa  and  Worship  -  Lavon  Gray.  FBC,  Jackson 
Junior  Hill,  Junior  Hill  Ministries,  Hartselle,  AL 
Praha  and  Worship  -  Lavon  Gray,  FBC,  Jackson 
Tommy  Green,  FBC,  Brandon,  FL 
Praisa  and  Worship  -  Levon  Gray.  FBC,  Jackson 
Jim  Futrsl,  Executive  Director/Treasurer,  MBCB 
Dinner  provided 


Praha  and  Worship  -  Lavon  Gray,  FBC,  Jackson 
James  Merritt,  Cross  Pointe  Church,  Duluth,  GA 


'  Km 


,  Jim  *utrmi  F*#cut*vw 

HAPMS  ?>  Don  Lum.  Omctor.  fc 
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Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  ‘.hare  the  following  prayer  with  Cod 
•  in  vour  own  worlds: 

m  a  l.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

«  *2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

V,  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  |esus  died  and  rose  from  the 
^  grave  to  forgive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 

my  relationship  with  vou. 
#ft  (I  believe  in  |esus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  )esus  C  hrist  into  my  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  <1  receive  (  hrist  as  my  Savior  and  Lord.) 
ivived  him.  to  them  he  the  rij^ht  to  become  ihildren  of 
(,od.  even  to  those  who  believe  in  his  name/*  llohn  1:12) 


Undisclosed  charges  keep 
Christian  in  Egyptian  jail 


PMA  NRS  LEO  MP  NRS  VMAL  ZT  KSEA 


him  past  the  charges’  statutory  camera,  four  flash  drives,  and 
limit  and  doing  so  without  anv  a  notebook.  Officials  claimed 
possibility  of  bail.  Boulous  was  working  for  The 

Ka ram  Ghobriel,  one  of  Bou-  Way  TV,  a  Coptic  Christian- 
lous’s  attorneys,  filed  a  com-  owned,  U.S. -based  television 
plaint  about  the  denial  of  bail  channel  that  broadcasts  into 
tor  Boulous.  By  comparison,  Egypt  via  satellite,  and  was 
the  incendiary  Muslim  cleric  contributing  to  a  “false  image" 
Abo  Islam,  who  was  charged  that  there  was  violence  against 

Christians  in  Minya. 

Christians  in  Minya  faced 
a  well -documented  spree  of 
violence  that  month,  including 


GUMK  EW  NRS  RSENRSK:  ET  NRMG 


RETN  LMKS,  ZN  TREVV  JS  LMKS  GKNM 


NRSS:  NRO  ASHEAL  TREW  ASNGAK 


with  blasphemy  for  ripping  up 
and  burning  a  Bible  during  a 
2012  protest  in  Cairo  in  front  of 

the  U.S.  Embassy,  was  allowed - - - - - — , - „ 

to  remain  free  during  his  trial  public  kidnappings,  assaults 

and  attacks  on  several  church 
buildings  that  mobs  of  militant 
Muslims  burned  to  the  ground. 

On  the  day  of  his  arrest,  of¬ 
ficials  interrogate  Boulous 

_ r _ along  with  three  women,  all 

Ghobriel  and  human  rights  of  them  journalists  who,  like 
Boulous,  were  documenting 
“sectarian  attacks,"  the  inter¬ 
rogation  documents  state.  Un¬ 
like  Boulous,  the  other  report¬ 
ers  were  only  questioned  and 

Ghobriel,  the  defense  attor¬ 
ney,  stated  that  when  officials 
interrogated  Boulous  they  al¬ 
ready  had  a  complete  dossier  on 
his  religious  life.  The  20-page 
interrogation  report  supports 
of  Ghobriel’s  claim,  relaying  de¬ 
tailed  facts  about  Boulous  con- 
at  age  16  and  his  bap- 


GUMK  NRZKS  MHK  RSEL 


>n  a  charge  The  cleric  eventualjy  was 

>f  spread-  sentenced  to  five  years  in  pris- 

ng  informa-  on.  He  is  the  only  Muslim  in 

ion  meant  to  Egypt  to  be  convicted  of  blas- 

‘  cause  harm  pheming  Christianity. 

>r  damage  BOULOUS  C.  __  l1  1  _  _ 

to  the  pubuc  activists  familiar  with  the  case 

interest’*  and  not  guilty  on  the  have  charged  the  government 
related  charge  of  spreading  false  with  targeting  Boulous  at  the 
news  “bound  to  weaken"  Egypt’s  time  of  nis  arrest  in  early  De¬ 
prestige  or  harm  the  “country’s  cember  2013.  Internal  docu- 
national  intei  csts."  ments  of  the  Ministry  of  Interior  thejn  relea* 

Boulous,  however,  was  found  show  that  it  employs  informants 
guilty  of  an  unidentified  charge  to  follow  converts  from  Islam, 
and  sentenced  to  one  year  in  One  such  informant  was  follow- 
prison.  Th.  specific  article  of  ing  Boulous  in  Minya  when  he 
Egypt’s  Criminal  Code  that  was  arrested. 

Boulous  allegedly  violated  was  .An  official  listed  as  Lt.  Amer 
not  revealed,  but  according  to  Hassan  reported  that  “one 
the  law  the  judge  must  do  so  in  our  secret  sources  called  and 

sentencing  documents  to  be  is-  told  us  that  one  of  the  converts,  version 

sued  later  this  month.  who  is  called  Bishoy  Armia  Bou-  tism.  In  all,  Boulous  conversion 

Because  Boulous,  now  in  lous,  whose  previous  name  was  or  the  earlier  blasphemy  ebarg- 
his  early  30s,  spent  more  than  Mohammed  Hegazy,  is  present  es  against  him  were  mentioned 
a  year  in  prison  waiting  for  his  at  the  Agricultural  Association  nine  times, 
appeal  to  be  heard,  he  should  in  Minya,  and  covering  some  of  After  being  held  tor  six 
have  been  released  at  the  con-  the  religious  violence  and  per-  months,  a  judge  sentenced 
elusion  of  the  Dec.  28  hearing  secution  of  Copts."  Boulous  to  five  years  in  prison 

but  instead  was  held  without  an  Hassen  noted  “how  danger-  on  .June  18  of  last  year  and 
opportunity  to  post  bail  stem-  ous  the  situation  is"  and  was  ac-  levied  a  fine  of  500  Egyptian 
ming  from  blasphemy  charges  <  ompanied  by  another  officer  to  pounds  (US$70)  for  what  he 
filed  against  him  in  2000  by  two  investigate.  called  ‘disturbing  the  peace 

Islamist  lawyers.  Hassan  arrested  Boulous  at  a  by  broadcasting  false  lnforma- 

Attomevs  believe  the  state,  cate  at  the  Agricultural  Associa-  tion."  a  single  charge  that  had 

in  effect,  is  punishing  Boulous  tion  in  Minya,  about  160  miles  replaced  he  three  initial  charg 
for  his  conversion  by  holding  south  of  Cairo,  confiscating  a  es  for  his  reporting.  % 


MJELZER  MKS:  PZPNSSK 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Amos  8:12 

By  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004.0  2005 


Submission  Guidelines  ^5 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
‘Bntf/dr  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method,  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper 
and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who,  what,  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  e-mail,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  clear,  sharp,  and  weighted  Photographs  must  depict 
people  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
will  be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published.  CeM  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not 
reproduce  well  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 
There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  All  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  aN  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis  Thes^^deltnes  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0  Box  530.  Jackson. 
MS  39206-0630  FAX:  (601)  292-3330  E-mail:  baptotrecofd* 
mbcb.org 
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A  portion  of  The  Village  View  »s  allocated 

each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and 

Memory  Many  groups  and  tnrin/iriii.il* 


Holcomb  BC 
Mrs.  Inez  Baker 
Ms  Lillian  G  Rowsey  and  Family 
Bro.  Leo  Barker 
Mary  Lee  Michael 
Kristin  Michael 
Mr.  Robbie  Beckett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Jean  Bell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Heffner 
Mrs.  Pauline  Bibb 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Billy  Wade  Bond 
Mrs.  Holly  Bond 
Linda  Box 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Whitten 
Freddie  R.  Boykin 
Mrs.  Aim  Spradlin 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Elmo  Branch 

Mr.  &  ifrs.  Larry  P.  Franklin 
Daniel  Branton 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Barbara  Braswell 
Ms.  Marsha  S.  Burrell 
Ashton  Brewer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Albert  R.  Dulaney 
Dr.  Jep  Brock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  W. 
Hensariing 

Mr.  James  Steven  (Jimmy) 

Brown 

'  Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  F.  Miller.  Jr. 
Mr.  Robert  E.  Stevens 
Mrs.  Ann  Spradlin 
Marlene  B.  Brown 
Mrs.  Etheieen  J.  Blanton 
Twila  Frances  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  T.  Hudrfleston 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Rowland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ronnie  Cole 
Mr.  Gary  M.  Franks 
Mr.  Steven  M.  Broom 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tom  Vanatory 
Betty  Bruce 

Mr.  Henry  Bryant 
Mr .  ft  Mrs.  Authur  Finkelberg 
Jahazel  Buckley 
Mr.  Ted  Buckley 
Mr.  Bubha  Buehler 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Edna  Burrell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Mitch  CaUendar 


Mrs.  Ernestine  M.  Lindsiey 
Harmon  S.  Dickson 
Ms.  Linda  S.  Dickson 
Richard  Docker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ron  K.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Mildred  Dugger 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Ms.  NeO  Rose  Dunn 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  C.  Copeland 
Linda  Dyeas 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Blair 
Mrs  Christine  Ellison 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mike  Evans 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Cotton  Foster 
Nathan  Everett 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Barbara  Fleming 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Mickey  Fleming 
Ms.  Judi  1.  beali 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  Frazier  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Danny  Withers 
Jimmy  Freeman 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Brewer 
Josephine  V.  Frey 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Grace  Fuller 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Dan  Fulton 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Benson 
Gregory  Stephen  Galldway 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Vaughn  Galloway 
Lynn  Giudfci 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Don  F.  Sherwood  * 
Dean  C  Golden 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Mom 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gerald  Buchanan 
Elouise  O'Neal -Goss 
Dean  Tucker 
Mr.  Larry  A.  Tucker 
Mrs.  Mildred  Graves 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  Alexander 
Kayla  Green 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Arthur  E.  Bishop 

Mr  .  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Katherine  Greg 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  James 
Mrs.  Gordean  Gross 
Mrs.  Ernestine  M.  Lindsiey 
Walter  Guillot  IV  * 

Mrs.  C  Gene  Cryder 


Norm  ft  Dot  Dulude 
Joe  ft  Judie  Garrison 
Jim  ft  Mary  Guillozet 
Mary  Ivdc 

Roger  ft  Marianne  Jerome 
Agnes  Kaye 
Peggie  Konchan 
Tom  ft  Made  Koscelnik 
Peter  ft  Marge  Lagans 
Ben  ft  Dot  Lewis 
Jim  ft  Janice  McAdams 
Donna  Phillips 
Chapin  ft  Bev  Pratt 
Dee  Robbins 
Joe  ft  Madeline  Simon 
Charles  ft  Fran  Theisen 
Joe  ft  Rita  Thompson 
Dave  ft  Andreen  Todnem 
Bob  ft  Jane  Troesch 
John  ft  Sally  Tsik^as 
Boo  ft  Jan  Watkins 
Teresa  Wise 
Lfeooe  P.  Howard 
Mr.  John  M.  Davis 
t>on  HowdesheU 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Crosthwait,  Jr. 

Kathryn  Jackson 
Ms.  Marie  H.  Taylor 
Mr.  Guy  Jones 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Gabe  Jordan 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  JenlAns 
Mrs.  Suzanne  Jordan  J 
Mrs.  Vera  Windham  j 
Mrs.  Catherine  Kent  / 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Detn 
Mr.  Rusty  King  / 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  CurthrA.  Buchans 
Mary  S.  Kuyrkcnddf] 

Louise  B.  Temjwe  Family 
Mr.  Rodney  Lamb 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mi  ce  Dean 
Marcus  Lane 
Whjtemnd  BC 
Meredith  Lee 


Mr.  Jasffer  M.  Moore 
M/.  Melvin  Moore 
V&XL  Morris 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Robert  Nail 
The  Bill  Curtis  Family 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Moore  Nettles 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Blair 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  H  Bladdedge 
Paul  N  Nunnery 
Mr.  John  W.  Cope 
Mrs.  Kathy  Overstreet 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Billy  Joe  Waidrup 
J.  V.  and  Mary  Katherine  Parker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Michael  W.  Parker 
Margaret  S.  Parkerson 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Glen  Pate 
PhebaBC 
%Mr.  Kenny  Pate 

Cedi  ft  Penny  Washington 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pat  W.  Denton 
Charles  Patterson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  T.  Garrett 
Mrs.  Mary  Agnes  Patterson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Barbara  Payne 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Clay  Cast  on 
Dorothy  B.  Peyton 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Dorothy  Bland  Peyton 
Mrs.  Jeanne  K.  Hall 
Mrs.  OUe  Polk 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  Robbins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Russell  Nalls 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tim  Buddey 
Mrs.  Margarette  Speights 
Bobby  Rae  Price 
Gleaners  SSC,  PUgrim  ’s  Rest  BC 
Peggy  B.  Pritchard 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Gaither  Putnam 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Mary  J.  Ramsey 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  H.  Bladdedge  **  Ch"i“  W  Hobn« 

Mr.  H.  A.  (Poxey)  Lowery  Robertltem* 

FBC  HazJehurst  The  Curtis  Family 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenieth  M.  Davis  *****  ““ 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Berry  Mr*  Erne*tin*  M.  lindsiey 

Mrs.  Evelyn  J.  Dievert  Mr  J"n“  “Jim’  R°«*r» 

Mr.  EUia  Mangnim  Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Bob  Hanvey 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Iarry  Berry 

John  Mangum  Mr.  Roacoe  Rosamond 

Mis.  Hope  Hawidns  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 

Mrs.  Mabd  Mrs.  J.  R.  Ruffin 

Carolyn  Johnston  ft  Family  Mrt  Joy  B.  Roberts 

James  Oliver  Williamson  ***■  Salley 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Simm  Tennie  Ivy,  Dale  ft  Elaine  Haag 

Mary  Scruggs  Williamson  Mr  Thomas  Salley 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Simm  Mr  *  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Brian  McKee  Shelley  Lynn  Sandefur 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charlie  Mercer  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Sandefur 

Brenda  McKenzie  Alton  Saucier 

Ms.  Jean  Ferguson  Grumpy  Ole  Mens  SSC.  Rawls 

Mrs.  Johnnie  Monzell  Anderson  Springs  BC 
McKnight  Joy  SSC.  Rawls  Springs  BC 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Hardy  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  L  Prine 

Glading  BC  Philip  Schoen 

Jimmy  ft  JoAnn  Canruth  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Jackson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  E.  Clark  Bart  Schreiner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ron  D  Craddock  Mr.  ft  Mrs  Billy  Whitten 
Mrs  . Mattie  Rials  Mr.  Lloyd  Seal 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Whittington  Mrs.  Helen  Brown 
Epwcopal  Pariah  Mediator  Mr.  Don  Self 
Redeemer  Women  Mr.  ft  Mrs  Mike  Dean 

Ceha  McTigue  Mr  Bobby  Newton  Sellers 

Mr.  Kirk  Vandevender  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  R  Blair 

Mr.  Othe!  Mendrop  Ms.  Judy  H.  Lacy 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Gerald  J.  Hartman  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  H.  Bladdedge 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tony  L  Warwick  M  M.  (Pat)  Shackelford 
*[***  Merritt  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  N  Humphreys 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean  Joe  F  Shepard 

Mrs.  June  D  Shepard 
JMIft  Scruggs  Russel)  Shipp 

;«Ki°  *nd  Edn.  MUfcr  *«Ty.  ICim  ft  Btn  LmrxJ 

Dr  *  Mrs.  Theodore  C.  Miller  Ewell  Show* 

Irs.  F^eMo «k  Mr  ft  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Grsymn 

Huey  Moak  and  Family  Martha  Sills 

LO'“P  M°^  Mr  *  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Grayson 


C*ILD* 


Dr.  Rory  Lei,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


NOVEMBER  aoi 


HONORS 


Mr.  Wayne  Alderman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Dr.  Jack  Aldridge 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  W.  O'Mar* 
Mrs  Margaret  Powell  Anderson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BiUy  Hones 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tom  Burris 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Purvis  Huff 
Ms  Wanda  A.  Milev 
Wayne  B.  Anderson 
Leroy  Bailey 

Harry  Lott's  SSC,  Holcomb  BC 


Sunday  School  Lessor*  for  January  18 


Protect  Human  Life  •  Genesis  9:1-7;  Psalr 

Philippians  2:1 2-1 6a 

under  feet  of  flood 


I  Introduction 

On  January  13, 1984,  President  Rea¬ 
gan  issued  a  proclamation  that  desig¬ 
nated  January  22  as  the  first  National 
Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Day.  January 
22  was  a  Sunday  that  year.  It  had  been 
a  Monday  when,  eleven  years  earlier, 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  legal¬ 
ized  abortion. 

Americans  lave  elected  pro-choice 
presidents  since  Ronald  Reagan.  Re¬ 
gardless,  churches  have  recognized  the 
sanctity  of  human  life  on  the  third  or 
fourth  Sunday  in  January. 


under  teet  of  flood  water  resembled 
tne  planet  before  day  one  of  creation: 
formless  and  empty,  darkness  cov- 

gg  H^SB)  *  °f  thC  Wateiy  depths" 

Genesis  9  thus  parallels  Genesis  1-2. 
it  features  a  cluster  of  commands  that 
promote  human  life  (compare  9:1,  7  to 
1:28)  and  one  command  with  a  death 
penalty  (compare  9:5-6  to  2:16-17)  that 
protects  human  life.  The  blunt  woiding, 
whoever  sheds  man  s  blood,  by  man 
his  blood  shall  be  shed”  (9:6,  NASB), 
stresses  “that  all  men  are  created  equal.” 


§uch  a  statement  may  sound  like  a 
hyperbole  to  some,  but  it  is  a  fitting 
counter  to  the  environmentalist  that 
undervalues  human  life.  This  planet 
is  not  more  valuable  than  people;  God 
intended  the  earth  to  be  inhabited  (Is. 
45*18).  Plants  and  animals  (even  en¬ 
dangered  species)  are  not  as  valuable 
as  people;  God  appointed  human  be¬ 
ings  to  rule  them  all  (8:6-7;  see  also 
Gen.  1:28;  9:1,  7). 

As  the  Creator’s  crowning  achieve¬ 
ment,  every  human  being  is  worth  sav¬ 
ing;  why 
the  eternal 
Son  of  God 
became 

ilore  the  Bible 

Joseph 

with  Ivan  Parke  (See  Lk. 

mtk  19:10;  Jn. 
3:16-17;  1 

Tim.  1:15; 
2:1-7;  1  Jn. 

u  .  2:1-2). 

How  God  assigns  value  contrasts 
how  Wall  Street  or  Las  Vegas  or  Hol¬ 
lywood  does:  “For  God  sees  not  as  man 
sees,  for  man  looks  at  the  outward  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  the  Lord  looks  at  the 
heart”  U  Sam.  16:7).  “Outward  ap¬ 
pearance"  indicates  more  than  looks. 
It  encompasses  pedigree  (one  s  name), 


Proverbs  24:10-12;  Philippians 
2:12-1 6a 

The  obsession  with  outward  appear¬ 
ances  has  led  to  worldwide  exploitation 
and,  therefore,  a  staggering  number  of 
casualties.  Day  after  day,  the  vulnerable 
become  victims  as  a  result  of  human 
trafficking,  prejudice,  prostitution,  por¬ 


ed  the  article  •'Why  I  Hate  Sanctity  of 
Human  Life  Sunday”  on  his  website 
“Moore  to  the  Point.”  He  contended, 
I  hate  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Sunday 
because  I’m  reminded  that  we  have  to 
say  things  to  one  another  that  human 
bemas  shouldn’t  have  to  say.  Mothers 
shouldn’t  kill  their  children.  Fathers 
shouldn’t  abandon  their  babies.  No  hu¬ 
man  life  is  worthless,  regardless  of  skin 
coloLa^e’  ^isaf  'lity,  (orj  economic  sta¬ 
tus.  The  very  fa- 1  that  these  things  must 


Ready  When  Injustice  Prevails  •  Exodus  23:1-3,  6-9 

The  recent  tornadoes  which  hit  our  special  possession.  The  Ten  Command-  definition  of  biblical  justice 

ments,  God’s  laws,  are  presented  in  Exo-  all  people  with  fairness  and  c 
dus  2°  and  for  the  next  several  chapters  Verse  6  is  a  stiff  warning 
civil  laws  are  presented.  advantage  of  the  poor  in  a  Sr 

Exodus  23:1-3  is  a  warning  to  Israel  so  is  a  perversion  to  justice.  Tl 
and  us  against  acting  to  pervert  justice  7  we  read,  “Keep  far  from  a  fi 
emergency  by  being  a  false  witness.  “In  a  contempo-  and  do  not  kill  the  innocen 
rary  setting  this  law  could  be  applied  to  teous,  for  I  will  not  acquit  tl 
the  way  jurors  or  legislators  vote-they  The  innocent  are  the  unborn 
should  vote  their  conviction,  based  on  disabled.  The  righteous  are 
God’s  standard  of  righteousness  and  jus-  tians.  Today,  throughout  th< 
tice,  even  when  standing  alone  against  Baptist  Convention  we  rec 
others 
willing  to 
pervert 
justice.”1 
No  matter 


treating  wrongdoing  unjustly  punishing  or  sen- 
lity.  tencing  an  i  inocent  person,  or  in  being 

-  to  take  paid  to  lie,  cover  up  sin,  or  fail  to  tell  the 
it;  to  do  truth”  (Ex.  23:7-8).2  The  final  verse  ref- 
in  verse  erences  back  to  the  children  of  Israel  in 
charge,  the  land  cl  Egypt.  They  were  to  remem- 
•  ri«1;  her  what  that  experience  felt  like  and  to 
ricked."  use  that  toqjerience  when  dealing  with 
lerty.  or  foreigners  in  their  country.  They  were 
‘  Chris-  not  to  oppress  but  to  minister  love  and 
Duthem  grace. 

ize  the  Warren  Wiersbe  writes,  “Justice  is 
nctity  the  practical  outworking  of  the  righ- 
Human  teousness  of  God  in  human  history, 
,  jus-  for  “the  Lord  loves  righteousness  and 


state  are  a  reminder  that  a  crisis  can  oc¬ 
cur  at  any  moment.  Within  a  matter  of 
minutes  people  were  injured  or  killed, 
nomes  and  businesses  destroyed.  Few 
of  us  are  prepared  for  a  crisis  or  hard 
tunes.  Those  who  work  with  emergency 
management  are  trained  and  prepared 
to  respond  to  disasters.  For  believers  in 
Christ  the  Bible  offers  us  guidance  and 
life  presents  us  opportunities  where  we 
jan  minister  to  a  person  in  crisis  with 
1°^,  and  support.  Ready  :  Minister- 
“Jp  to  Those  in  Crisis,  is  the  over¬ 
all  theme  as  we  enter  into  the  final  six 
weeks  of  this  quarter. 

Our  first  lesson  will  focus  on  how  we 
are  to  he  ready  to  minister  to  or  defend 
those  who  can  t  defend  themselves.  How 
mjny  times  have  we  thought  or  said,  riod, 
^his  is  not  fair”?  We  want  justice,  the  has 
wong  made  right,  but  the  truth  is -there  m  a 
■  tne  reality  of  injustice.  The  word  ‘in-  and 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

with  Laura  Leathers 


national  Disability  Center.  Both  are  ex¬ 
amples  of  people  being  called  by  God  to 
promote  justice  and  bring  awareness  of 
the  injustice. 

“You  must  not  take  a  bribe,  for  a  bribe 
blinds  the  clear-sighted  and  corrupts  the 
words  of  the  righteous"  (vs.  8).  “People 
called  by  God’s  name  should  never  par¬ 
ticipate  in  falsely  accusing  someone  of 


the  LORD  reauires  of  you:  to  act  justly, 
to  love  faithfulness,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  your  God"  (HSCB).  Furthermore 
there  is  to  be  no  favoritism  between  the 
poor  or  the  rich  (Dt.  16:19;  Rom.  2:11; 
James  2:9).  We  are  to  keep  our  focus  on 
God£  standard  for  justice  rather  than  the 
justice  of  the  American  courts.  A  good 
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CP  in  positive  territory  with  So.  Baptist  pastors 


NASHVLLE  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  pastors  are  strongly  sup¬ 
port! ve  of  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  (CP),  according  to  a  study 
commissioned  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  in  NashviBe  and 
published  in  its  Winter  2014/2015 
edition  of  SBC  LfFE  magazine. 

The  survey  shows  a  continu¬ 
ing  increase  in  confidence  among 
pastors  that  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  supports  ministries  and 
missions  valued  by  their  church¬ 
es  —  moving  up  to  81%  from  73% 
in  a  201 2  survey  that  asked  the 
same  questions  of  pastors,  and 
from  71%  in  a  2008  survey  that 
included  pastor^laypereons,  and 
other  church  "Staff. 

The  study  also  indicates  that 
pastors’  support  for  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Program  does  have  its 
limits.  Sixty-five  percent  agree 
that  the  strategies  of  SBC  enti¬ 
ties  receiving  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  dollars  are  moving  in  an 
appropriate  direction,  though 
13%  say  the  strategies  are  not 
Asked  whether  the  entities  are 
using  Cooperative  Program  sup¬ 
port  effectively,  63%  say  they  are 
and  13%  say  they  are  not 

This  is  encouraging  news,” 
Ashley  Clayton,  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  vice  presklent  for  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program,  said  of  the  survey 
conducted  by  mail  and  online 
during  the 
spring  of  2014. 

“A  few  years 
ago,  a  Florida 
pastor  told  me 


( in,’  in  support  of 
rotor's  confidence 


missions  dol-  c.  avtom 
lars.  More  re-  CLAYTON 

cent)y,  he  told 

me.  Count  me  in,’  in  support  of 
the  CP.”  The  pastor’s  confidence 
in  CP  increased  as  he  watched 
what  he  called  a  ‘renewed  focus” 
by  SBC  entities  responding  to 
“the  values  his  church  embraces,” 
Clayton  said-  “I  believe  this  report 
shows  that  he  is  not  alone. 

“However,  the  survey  also 
shows  we  still  have  a  way  to  go  to 
earn  the  trust  of  all  our  pastors,” 
Clayton  said. 

CP  allocations 

Southern  Baptist  pastors  also 
indicated  theygenerally  agree  with 
the  current  allocation  of  national 
Cooperative  Program  funds  for 
the  entities  that  receive  CP  fund¬ 
ing  —  the  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB),  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB),  six  SBC 
seminaries.  Ethics  &  Religious 
liberty  Commission  (ERLQ,  and 
SBC  operating  budget 

While  I5%  adected  the  current 
distribution  percentages  as  their 
preference,  just  over  half  listed 
higher  percentages  for  NAMB, 
ERLC,  and  the  SBC  operating 
budget  while  nearly  half  listed 
slightly  lower  percentages  for 
IMB  and  the  six  SBC  seminaries. 

This  is  the  third  survey  of 
pastors  the  Executive  Committee 
has  commissioned  since  2007* 


Clayton  said.  "We  continue  to  see 
strong  pastor  support  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  allocation  of  the  SBC  portion 
of  CP  funds.  In  all  three  surveys, 
pastors  indicated  their  agreement 
that  IMB  should  receive  about 
50%  of  the  SBC  CP  allocation  bud¬ 
get,  our  seminaries  should  receive 
slightly  less,  with  the  difference 
distributed  to  small  increases  for 
NAMB  and  ERLC,”  Clayton  said. 

A  large  majority  of  pastors 
have  affirmed  the  statement,  “The 
Cooperative  Progpun  supports 
missions  and  ministries  that  my 
church  values,"  in  all  three  sur¬ 
veys,  he  said. 

Seventy-seven  percent  agreed 
with  the  statement  The  SBC  al¬ 
location  budget  places  a  high  pri¬ 
ority  on  penetrating  lostness  both 
locally  and  worldwide.” 

Ministry  priorities 

Pastors  also  were  asked  to  in¬ 
dicate  the  priority  their  churches 
place  on  12  missions  and  minis¬ 
try  efforts  funded  by  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Program.  “Sending  and 
supporting  overseas  missionar¬ 
ies  to  reach  unreached  people 
groups  around  the  workr  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  their  highest  priority. 
It  is  the  only  ministry  selected  by 
more  than  70  percent  of  pastors 
as  “essential”  or  a  “high  priority” 
(71%),  up  three  percentage  points 
from  die  2012  survey. 

It  is  die  only  ministry  effort 
that  fewer  thau  10%  of  pastors 
rated  a  “low  priority”  (six  percent) 
or  TkX  a  priori^Qtwo  percent). 

reflected  in  pastors’  desire  for 
the  SBC  to  provide  “a  Christian 
perspective  and  response  about 
social,  ethical,  and  public  policy 
issues"  (54%  selecting  it  as  “es¬ 
sential"  or  “high  priority,"  up  from 
only  37%  in  2012). 

Following  is  the  percentage  of 
SBC  pastors  who  rated  each  CP- 
funded  mission  and  ministry'  as 
“essential"  or  “high  priority”  . 

70%  range 

■  Sending  and  supporting 
overseas  missionaries,  71%  (68% 
in  2012) 

60%  range 

■  Engaging  in  local  minis¬ 
try  projects  for  evangelism,  66% 
(65%  in  2012) 

■  Developing  and  implement¬ 
ing  an  evangelism  strategy  for 
penetrating  lostness  in  North 
America,  63%  (59%  in  2012) 

■  Improving  the  vitality  and 
health  of  existing  churches,  62% 
(59%  in  2012) 

50%  range 

■  Educating  and  training  fu¬ 
ture  pastors,  missionaries,  church 
planters,  and  other  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders ,  57%  (57%  in  2012) 

■  Providing  a  Christian  per¬ 
spective  and  response  about  so¬ 
cial,  ethical,  and  public  policy  is¬ 
sues,  54%  (57%  in  2012) 

■  Reaching  ethnically  and  cul¬ 
turally  diverse  people,  52%  (51% 
in  2012) 

■  Promoting  an  ongoing  pro¬ 
gram  of  missions  education  for  all 
ages,  51%  (48%  in  2012) 
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■  Conducting  an  ongoing  pro¬ 
gram  of  leadership  development, 
50%  (45%  in  2012) 

40%  range 

■  Engaging  in  direct  inter¬ 
national  missions,  48%  (45% 

■  Intentional  church  planting 
in  cities  and  towns  across  North 
America,  44%  (44%  in  2012) 

■  Intentional  church  planting 
in  large  urban  centers,  43%  (43  % 
in  2012) 

“While  international  missions 
remains  the  highest  priority  for 
the  Cooperative  Program,  pastors 
also  place  a  high  priority  on  par¬ 
ticipating  in  local  ministry  proj¬ 
ects  for  evangelism,  developing 
and  implementing  an  evangelism 
strategy  for  penetrating  lostness 
in  North  America,  and  improving 
the  vitality  and  health  of  existing 
churches,  Clayton  said. 

“It  is  not  a  case  of  either/or,’ 
he  said.  “Pastors  see  value  in 
both/and  —  supporting  an  ag¬ 
gressive  global  vision  while  si¬ 
multaneously  strengthening  a 
strong  home  base." 

Differences 

Significant  statistical  differenc¬ 
es  emerged  among  pastors  based 
on  location,  age,  ana  church  size. 
Pastors  in  the  Northeast  are  more 
likely  to  select  “reaching  ethnical¬ 
ly  and  culturally  diverse  people  in 
larae  dtiea  across  North  America” 
as  essential"  (27%)  compared  to 
churches  in  the  Sooth  (17%)  and 
the  Midwest  (u 

Younger  pastors,  age  18-44, 
are  more  likely  to  view  "sending 
and  supporting  overseas  mission¬ 
aries  to  reach  unreached  people 
groups”  as  “essential"  (38%)  than 
pastors  65  and  older  (29%). 

Pastors  in  the  West  (24%)  and 


Northeast  (28%)  are  more  likely 
to  view  “intentional  church  plant¬ 
ing  in  cities  and  towns  across 
North  America”  as  “essential” 
than  pastors  in  the  South  (15!%) 
and  Midwest  (11%). 

Pastors  of  churches  running 
0-49  and  iori-249  are  more  like¬ 
ly  to  select  “improving  the  health 
and  vitality  of  existing  churches" 
as  “essential"  (32%  and  30%  re¬ 
spectively)  than  churches  running 
250  or  more  (19%)-  Older  pastors. 
65  and  up,  view  this  as  a  “high  pri¬ 
ority”  (37%)  or  "essential"  (24%). 

Younger  pastors  (age  18-44) 
and  older  pastors  (age  65  and 
over)  are  more  likely  to  “strongly 
agree"  that  “the  SBC  entities  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  are  moving  in  the  appropri¬ 
ate  direction  with  the  strategies 
they  have  in  place"  (30  %and  31% 


54(20%). 

In  regard  to  educating  and 
training  niture  pastors,  mission¬ 
aries,  church  planters,  and  SBC 
leaders,  younger  pastors,  age 
18-44,  are  more  likely  to  say  it 
is  "essential"  (33%)  compared  to 
pastors  age  55~b4  (25%)  and  age 


When  asked  about  engag¬ 
ing  in  direct  inf  national  mis¬ 
sions  projects,  differences  mainly 
emerged  according  to  church 
size.  Churches  with  250  or  more 
in  attendance  are  the  most  like¬ 
ly  to  say  it  is  “essential"  (31%), 
while  churches  running  50-99 
and  100-249  are  more  likely  to 
adept  “medium  priority"  (24  % 
aiKi33%  respectively). 

In  perhaps  the  moat  telling 
generational  difference,  only 
one  percent  of  younger  pastors 
“strongly  agree"  that  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Program  supports  SBC 
ministries  and  missions  that  my 
church  values,"  although  another 
36%  "somewhat  agree."  On  the 


other  hand,  53%  of  pastors  65  and 
up  "strongly  agree”  with  the  state¬ 
ment,  with  another  26%  “some¬ 
what  agreeing." 

Gifts  through  CP 

The  Executive  Committee  also 
asked  pastors  about  the  decision 
their  churches  made  regarding 
contributions  through  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Program  in  the  most  re¬ 
cent  budget  process.  The  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  churches  (80%)  decided 
to  keep  their  CP  giving  the  same 
as  the  previous  year.  Three  times 
as  many  churches  raised  their  CP 
contribution  (12%)  as  decreased  it 
(four  percent).  Three  percent  said 
their  church  does  not  contribute 
through  the  CP. 

Of  churches  making  a  change 
in  their  giving  through  the  Co¬ 
operative  Program  (nearly  20% 
of  the  churches  surveyed),  s6% 
increased  it  by  more  than  two 
percentage  points  of  the  church’s 
undesignated  receipts,  with  an¬ 
other  nine  percent  increasing 
their  CP  contributions  from  0.1 
percent  to  1.9  percentage  points 
of  their  budget. 

On  the  other  hand,  4.8%  of 
churches  decreased  their  contri¬ 
bution  through  the  CP. 

The  final  question  on  the  sur¬ 
vey  referred  to  the  “1%  CP  Chal¬ 
lenge,"  an  effort  by  the  SBC  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  to  encourage  all 
Southern  Baptist  churches  to  raise 
their  Cooperative  Program  contn 
buttons  by  one  percentage  point 
of  their  church’s  undesignated 
contributions.  Twenty-eight  per¬ 
cent  of  pastors  had  not  heard  of 
the  T%  CP  Challenge  "  Forty-nine 
percent  said  they  have  not  accept 
ed  the  challenge.  Eight  percent  of 
pastors  said  tneir  church  had  ac¬ 
cepted  the  T%  CP  Challenge"  and 
another  nine  percent  plan  to  do  so 
in  the  next  budget  year. 


